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Agenda 

● Background 

● Overview of NWP 53, Removal of Low-head Dams  

● Areas  of Concern and the Public Comment Period 

● Approaches  to Regional Review 



Why the push for a “dam removal” NWP? 



NWP 53, Removal of Low-head Dams  

Removal of Low-Head Dams . Structures  and work in 
navigable waters  of the United States  and dis charges  of 
dredged or fill material into waters  of the United States  
as s ociated with the removal of low-head dams . 



Areas of Concern 

● Definition  

● Pre-cons truction Notification 

● Advers e Effects  

○ s pecies  of concern 

○ wetland mitigation 

○ 401 WQ certifications  and 
s ediment, s ediment, s ediment 

Public Comment Period 



“District engineers have 
the dis cretion…” 



Individual Permit vs NWP 27 



Draft Dam Removal Analysis 
Guidelines  for Sediment  
(prepared by the Bureau of Reclamation for 
the Subcommittee on Sedimentation) 
 
State-s pecific guidance 
 
Water Quality Variances  

Pending Guidance 
and Other Tools  



Thank you! 
Serena McClain 
Director, River Res toration 
American Rivers  
s mcclain@ amrivers .org 
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